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Interjections

Pronouns

Question Words

Preverbs

Verbs

Adjectives

please 
good-bye

we 
me
mine
it

she
they

why
when

who
how

were
did
have

drink
help
need
tell
read
feel
play

good
new
happy 
one
little
slow

different
red
yellow
bad
old
sad

Core Word Vocabulary

100 Most Used 
Core Words

yes
thank you

hi / hello
no

I
my
you
he

what
where

be
am
was
do

can
will
is
are

come
like
work
finished
stop
make
see

go
look
find
open
eat
get
want

more
big
fast
same
pretty
blue

Prepositions

Determiners

Conjunctions

Adverbs

for
with

that
all

but

away
now

there
again

on
in
up
to

under
off
out
down

this
some

and

not
here

Core word vocabulary is the approximately 200 words that make up 80% of an individual’s spoken 
language (e.g., Fried-Oken & More, 1992; Robillard, Mayer-Crittenden, Minor-Corriveau, & Bélanger, 2014; Trembath, Balandin, & 

Togher, 2007).

 •  It is a large number of function words (e.g., it, that, is, the, can) and a smaller number of 
content words that occur frequently (e.g., go, want, more) (Beukelman & Light, 2020).

 •  Core vocabulary is essential in AAC intervention for developing oral and written 
communication skills (Witkowski & Baker, 2012). 

Why Core? 
 •  Includes structural aspects of language that can be overlooked in AAC intervention (Fallon, 

Light, & Paige, 2001).

 •  HOWEVER, core vocabulary is complemented by teaching a large and varied vocabulary 
(Laubscher & Light, 2018) including fringe vocabulary, the context-specific vocabulary that can be 
individualized for the AAC user (Bean et al., 2019). 
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